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and   DAPOLI.     Chiplun   includes   the   petty  subdivision  (pethd)  of
Guhagar, and   Dapoli  that  of  Mandangarh.    The Collector usually
has three Assistants, of whom one is a member of
the Indian Civil Service.                                            Administrate.

The District Judge, with whom are associated two Assistant Judges,
sits at Ratnagiri, and is assisted by ten Subordinate Judges, of whom
two sit at Ratnagiri, two at Chiplun, and two at Rajapur. The Khed
taluka alone has no Subordinate Judge. Original civil suits are heard
by the Subordinate Judges, and appellate jurisdiction is exercised by
the District Judge and his Assistants. There are 28 officers to ad-
minister criminal justice in the District. Crime is remarkably light;
and such offences as occur are of a comparatively trifling nature and
usually arise from disputes about land, which is very much subdivided
and is eagerly sought after.

In 1819 the South Konkan was formed into a separate District,
with Bankot as its head-quarters, which in 1822 were removed to
Ratnagiri, as being a more central and convenient place. In 1830
the three talukas north of Bankot were transferred to the North
Konkan, and Ratnagiri reduced to the rank of a sub-collectorate. But
in 1832 it was again made a District.

The land tenures of Ratnagiri differ from those of the Presidency
generally, in that there is a class of large landholders, called khots^
in the position of middlemen between Government and the actual
cultivators. The majority of the villages in the District are held on
the khoti tenure, under which the kJwt makes himself responsible for
the payment of the assessment. The khot is really a limited pro-
prietor. He has the right to hold villages on payment in instalments
of the lump assessment fixed by Government on all the village lands,
the villages being liable to attachment if the amount is unpaid. He
can lease lands in which there is no right of permanent occupancy on
his own terms, and has a right to all lands lapsing by absence or
failure of permanent occupants. The khofs tenants pay him such
fixed amount, either in money or kind, as they may have agreed to
pay; and in cases of default the khot receives assistance from Govern-
ment in recovering such dues. Some of the khoti grants date back
to the time of the Bijapur kings, and w.ere made to Muhammadans,
Marathas, and other Hindus alike. In 1829 the khots were well off,
and many of them were men of capital, who laid out money in bring-
ing new land under tillage. On the other hand, the tenants were
deep in their debt, and wholly at their mercy; and the first efforts
of Government were directed to ascertain the extent of the relative
rights of the khots and their tenants. In 1851 it was found that the
tenants were extremely impoverished, having no motive to improve
their lands, and that a labour tax was exacted from them. It was